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EPISTLE READING
Gal. 6:11-18

Brethren, see with what large letters I
am writing to you with my own hand.
It is those who want to make a good showing
in the flesh that would compel you to be
circumcised, and only in order that they may
not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For
even those who receive circumcision do not
themselves keep the law, but they desire to
have you circumcised that they may glory
in your flesh. But far be it from me to glory
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by which the world has been crucified to me,
and I to the world. For neither circumcision
counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but
a new creation. Peace and mercy be upon
all who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of
God. Henceforth let no man trouble me; for
I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your
spirit, brethren. Amen.
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hen you went down to death, O
immortal life, then you slew Hell with
the lightning flash of your Godhead; but when
from the depths below the earth you raised
the dead, all the Powers in the heavens cried
out: Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to you!
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GOSPEL READING
John 3:13-17

he Lord said, No one has ascended into

heaven but he who descended from
heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven.
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of man be
lifted up, that whoever believes in him
may have eternal life. For God so loved
the world that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish
but have eternal life. For God sent the
Son into the world, not to condemn the
world, but that the world might be saved
through him.
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SERMON ON THE GOSPEL READING

he verse «For God so loved the world that he gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him

should not perish but have eternal life» expresses the essential message of the Gospel
of John as the key to salvation. It is so very well known, yet it demands careful attention
both with heart and mind.

The verse follows directly, «and as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must
the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life».
Here the crucifixion is foretold indirectly. Jesus refers to the miracle performed by Moses,
who lifted up the image of a serpent to cure the Israelites of the bites of snakes, which
themselves were sent by God as a punishment for their failure to trust in Him (Numb. 21,
4-9), This prefigures the overthrowing of the power of sin and death by the death and
resurrection of Christ.

But the key is the power of God’s love. The extent of the love of God is beyond human
comprehension, with all the power of infinite majesty, reaching out to embrace those
who are so frail and small, continually falling into sin. How is the gulf to be bridged? We
cannot respond to God’s overwhelming love through our own abilities but only by belief
in the saving power of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ the only begotten Son.

Our response must be belief and love in our turn. We are assured that He was sent
not to condemn but to save. But as Saint John Chrysostom reminds us, we must not be
overconfident in our salvation. The great gift of love sets us free to respond with love, but
we are also free to fall again into sin. We are shown the gift of grace, but we must grow
into it. The First Coming was to bring salvation, the Second will bring judgement.



We are challenged by the overwhelming gift of the love of God, grace freely given, and
the stern demands to follow the example of and the path taken by our Lord Himself, «if
anyone wishes to come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me» (Mark
8,34). But if we truly believe how could we do otherwise? As Saint James tells us, works of
love must follow inevitably from true faith, «faith without works is dead» (Jam. 2, 26).

Having received the great gift of belief and the love of God, how can we do other than
share it? But do we just hear this very familiar text and take easy comfort in it, or do we
try to face the challenge to live out the consequences? How much do our lives really show
true belief and love so that others whom we meet day by day see us transformed by the
power of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ so that they also may come to belief and new
life in Him?

THE KoLy

“We must chant in the church with understanding and attentiveness”
(St Isidore of Pelusium)

Christian Orthodox Thyateira Youth (COTY)

) Are you between the ages of 16-35? If yes, join us at Christian Orthodox Thyateira Youth,
/ our official Archdiocesan Youth and Young Adult Ministry.

~" To learn more visit: www.coty.org.uk. Follow us on Instagram: COTY _org

Visitors Are Welcome
We would like to thank you for visiting and worshiping with us today. Kindly know that although all
are welcome to attend our Sacred Services, a prerequisite to receive Holy Communion is unity in the
Faith, as well as spiritual preparation by prayer, fasting, and regular participation in the Sacrament of
Holy Confession. Non-Orthodox Christians are kindly requested to refrain from receiving Communion.
All are, however, welcome to partake of the “antidoron” (blessed bread) distributed by the clergy at
the conclusion of the Service, as well as to introduce themselves while doing so.

To learn more about Orthodox Christianity and to join the online Archdiocesan Discover Orthodoxy
Class, please email: archdiocesanprivateoffice@gmail.com
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