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Tc‘w eV TPp®OTOV AGYOV EMOINGAUNV
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01 kal Tapéotnoev Eautdv {HVTA UETH TO
naBelv avToV €v moAAoig tekunpiotg, O
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Kol Aéywv ta mepl tiig PactAeiag tob O€oD.
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patog £ UUAG” Kal €0e00€ pot UapTupeg €v
e ‘TepovcaAry, kai €v don T Tovdaia kal
Tapopeia, Kol Ewg EoXATOL TAG YAG.
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ANAXTAXIMON AIIOAYTIKION
Hyog A, B
PLOTOG AVESTN €K VEKPDV, Bavdtw Bdva-
TOV TATNOAC KAl TOIG €V TOIG UVAUaAsL
CWNV XAPLOGUEVOG.

EPISTLE READING
Acts 1:1-8

n the first book, O Theophilos, I have dealt

with all that Jesus began to do and teach,
until the day when he was taken up, after
he had given commandment through the
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had
chosen. To them he presented himself alive
after his passion by many proofs, appearing
to them during forty days, and speaking of
the kingdom of God. And while staying with
them he charged them not to depart from
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of
the Father, which, he said, you heard from
me, for John baptized with water, but before
many days you shall be baptized with the
Holy Spirit. So when they had come together,
they asked him, Lord, will you at this time
restore the kingdom of Israel? He said to
them, it is not for you to know times or
seasons which the Father has fixed by his
own authority. But you shall receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end
of the earth.
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RESURRECTION APOLYTIKION
Plagal of the 2™ Mode

hrist has risen from the dead, by death
he has trampled on death and to those
in the graves given life.



EYAITEAIKON ANAI‘NQZMA
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atpdtwyv, ovde €k BeANUATOG 6apPKOG, 0DOE €K
BeAnuatog avdpdg, GAN €k €0l EyevvnOnoav.
Kal 6 Adyog oap€ €yéveto kal EKAVWOEV €V
UiV, kal é0eaodueda thv 86&av avtod, d6Eav
d)g povoyevoDg mapa Tatpog, TANPNG xé(pttog
Kal a)\neslaq Twdvvng HApTUPET T[Epl abTod
Kal Kstays Aéywv- 00tog Av dv imov, 6 dniow
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0T1 6 vOUOoG d1 Mwiicéwg 6001, 1] xdpig kain
aAnOeta d1ix 'Inool Xp1otod Eyéveto.

GOSPEL READING
John 1:1-17

In the beginning was the Word, and the

Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God,; all things
were made through him, and without him
was not anything made that was made. In him
was life, and the life was the light of men. The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it. There was a man sent
from God, whose name was John. He came for
testimony, to bear witness to the light, that
all might believe through him. He was not the
light, but came to bear witness to the light.
The true light that enlightens every man was
coming into the world. He was in the world,
and the world was made through him, yet
the world knew him not. He came to his own
home, and his own people received him not.
But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children
of God; who were born, not of blood nor of
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man,
but of God.And the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we
have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son
from the Father. John bore witness to him, and
cried, This was he of whom I said, ‘He who
comes after me ranks before me, for he was
before me. And from his fullness have we all
received, grace upon grace. For the law was
given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ.
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SERMON ON THE GOSPEL READING

he event around which this season of Pascha revolves is the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead. Jesus Christ is the God Man, the GedvBpwnog, Who is fully human and fully
divine. The hymns and readings last week, the Holy Week, were constantly reminding us of
both the humanity and the divinity of Jesus Christ. On Holy Thursday, Jesus and His disciples
went to the Garden of Gethsemane. By His prayer and agony in the Garden, we are given a
vivid picture of both His human and divine wills. Jesus” human will wants to be freed from His
impending death but this is conformed to the divine will. On Holy Friday, we were reminded of
the enormous sufferings which Jesus endured for us, culminating in death on the Cross. Even
on Holy Friday, He does not let us forget His Divinity. The natural world is shaken to the core
witnessing the Death of the Son of God and there is darkness over the land. The Good Thief
recognises that Jesus is not a common criminal - the thief says ‘remember me when Thou commest
into Thy kingdom’. Finally, the centurion at the foot of the Cross when seeing all these things

happening proclaimed, ‘truly this was the Son of God.
The following day, Holy Saturday, we commemorated Christ’s burial and descent into Hades,



the place of the dead. Jesus Christ suffered death, as we all will. He experienced that separation
of soul and body. His lifeless body was placed in the tomb, whereas his soul entered the realm of
the dead. The realm of the dead received this soul as it has received every soul since the death
of our forefather Adam. Yet, He was no ordinary man and He could not be contained there. Here
is a line from one of those beautiful hymns we sang yesterday morning - ‘Today Hell groans and
cries aloud, ‘My power has been destroyed. It had been better for me had I not accepted Mary’s son, for He
has come to me and destroyed my power. Jesus’ soul could not be contained in Hades and so He rose
from the dead. He destroyed death by His Own death. Jesus’ soul was reunited with His body but
this was not in the same way he had brought Lazarus back to life a week earlier. When Jesus rose
from the dead, He was not brought back to life for another thirty years and then to die again
like Lazarus. Jesus was and is eternally risen from the dead, bearing his new resurrected body
freed from any corruption and thus he is no longer able to die.

By rising from the dead, Jesus not only freed Himself but also those whom death had bound
since the creation of the world. In the icon of the Resurrection of Jesus, we can see him pulling
Adam and Eve out of the grave. Such was the enormity of this victory over death that even His
closest disciples struggled to believe it. To the women at the sepulchre the angel said, ‘why do
ye seek Him Who is in eternal light, among the dead as a man?” In the gospel reading at vespers today,
we hear of the incredulity of St Thomas. He would not believe Jesus had risen from the dead
unless he could put his finger into the print of the nails and his hand into Jesus’ side. This is yet
another revelation of the God Man - He has a body with signs of wounds and this is a real human
body; it is also a risen, glorified body, radiating His Divine Grace. The Resurrection also means
for us that, in breaking the hold which death had over the race of men, we too will one day be
raised from the dead. While the Resurrection has not yet abolished the reality of death, it has
revealed its powerlessness over us in Christ. To put it another way, although we will die, we too
will rise again. We have now the great blessing to say, ‘we have seen the resurrection of Christ’. Amen.
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Visitors Are Welcome
We would like to thank you for visiting and worshiping with us today. Kindly know that although all
are welcome to attend our Sacred Services, a prerequisite to receive Holy Communion is unity in the
Faith, as well as spiritual preparation by prayer, fasting, and regular participation in the Sacrament of
Holy Confession. Non-Orthodox Christians are kindly requested to refrain from receiving Communion.
All are, however, welcome to partake of the “antidoron” (blessed bread) distributed by the clergy at
the conclusion of the Service, as well as to introduce themselves while doing so.

To learn more about Orthodox Christianity and to join the online Archdiocesan Discover Orthodoxy
Class, please email: archdiocesanprivateoffice@gmail.com
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