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EPISTLE READING
2Cor. 6:16-18; 7: 1

B rethren, you are the temple of the living
God; as God said, I will live in them and
move among them, and I will be their God,
and they shall be my people. Therefore come
out from them, and be separate from them,
says the Lord, and touch nothing unclean;
then I will welcome you, and I will be a
father to you, and you shall be my sons and
daughters, says the Lord Almighty. Since we
have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from every defilement of body
and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the
fear of God.
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You the Compassionate came down from
above, you accepted burial for three days,
that you might free us from the passions.
Our life and resurrection, Lord, glory to you!
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GOSPEL READING
Luke 8: 26-39

At that time, as Jesus arrived at the country

of the Gadarenes, there met him a man
from the city who had demons; for a long time
he had worn no clothes and he lived not in
a house but among the tombs. When he saw
Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him,
and said with a loud voice, What have you to
do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?
I beseech you, do not torment me. For he had
commanded the unclean spirit to come out of
the man. For many a time it had seized him; he
was kept under guard, and bound with chains
and fetters, but he broke the bonds and was
driven by the demon into the desert. Jesus then
asked him, What is your name? And he said,
Legion; for many demons had entered him.
And they begged him not to command them
to depart into the abyss. Now a large herd of
swine was feeding there on the hillside; and
they begged him to let them enter these. So
he gave them leave. Then the demons came
out of the man and entered the swine, and
the herd rushed down the steep bank into the
lake and were drowned. When the herdsmen
saw what happened, they fled, and told it in
the city and in the country. Then people went
out to see what had happened, and they came
to Jesus, and found the man from whom the
demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus,
clothed and in his right mind; and they were
afraid. And those who had seen it told them how
he who had been possessed with demons was
healed. Then all the people of the surrounding
country of the Gadarenes asked him to depart
from them; for they were seized with great fear;
so he got into the boat and returned. The man
from whom the demons had gone begged that
he might be with him; but he sent him away,
saying, Return to your home, and declare how
much God has done for you. And he went away,
proclaiming throughout the whole city how
much Jesus had done for him.
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SERMON ON THE GOSPEL READING

T oday’s Gospel brings us face to face with the fearful reality of evil. Evil has plagued humanity
throughout history and will continue to do so. It is something we all have to face daily. Let
us, therefore, consider what the Church teaches about evil.

Evil in and of itself has no real existence. Evil is not the opposite of good. Rather evil is either
the absence or the perversion of good. Darkness is a good example. Darkness is not the opposite
of light but its absence. We are not able to create darkness. Darkness is simply the result of the
absence of light. An example of evil as perversion is hate. As children of God, we are called to love.
Hating is failure to love and a perversion of our true nature as created by God.

Evil cannot exist without free will. The fallen angels were the first beings to abuse this gift.
Instead of choosing to follow God, they decided to rebel against Him and thus evil was ‘born’. They
in turn, out of jealousy and hatred towards man, tempted him down the same path of disobedience.
Thus we humans also chose to use our free will to act contrary to God’s will. There is no man
guiltless of this sin. None but one: Christ Himself. And it’s only through Christ that we, too, are
able to correct our disobedience and eradicate evil from our lives. Otherwise we risk taking it
with us into eternity.

Admittedly, the problem of evil and suffering is the strongest card in the atheist’s deck. But
it is not as strong as they would like to believe. It is one thing to say that God created evil - that
would be a problem. However, it is quite another thing to say that God created a world where evil



was a possibility. If evil were not a possibility then neither would good be. If we were not free to
do evil neither would we be free to do good. And if we were not free to hate neither would we
be free to love. And a world without love is not worth creating or living in. We are aware that
there is more to this life than meets the eye. There is eternal life too. And in eternity, God has ‘all
the time in the world’ to correct the injustices of this life. He can even turn suffering into glory.
All the suffering we undergo in this world will help us in the next. But when that suffering is
innocent, well that is sheer glory. If only we were wiser and more courageous, we would gladly
bear and even welcome the suffering we unavoidably will meet. The best way to reduce suffering
is, paradoxically, by suffering.

As free agents, we are responsible for all our actions. No one can take that away from us. Every
time we act contrary to God’s will we allow evil to enter into our lives. The impact may not be felt
immediately, so we may think we ‘got away with it". But in actual fact we do not get away with
anything, neither in the next life nor in this one. Sooner or later all our lies, sins and evil will seek
vengeance. Every lie we tell incurs a debt to the truth. And every sin we commit incurs a debt to
the good. The evil one will make us pay every last penny we owe.

The only way to avoid that debt is by repentance. We constantly need to make an honest
inventory of our life and find the humility to admit our misdeeds. We then take that to confession.
The confessional is the one place the devil cannot go. As soon as we humble ourselves before our
spiritual father, the devil loses all power and claim over our soul. We either deal with our shame
(through confession) or the devil will deal with it (to destroy us). The shame we bear in confession
then becomes strength to overcome our sins and passions.

Therefore, brethren, ultimately we need not fear neither evil nor the devil. Rather we need
to cleave to God and the good. The healthy fear of God casts out the unhealthy fear of evil. It is
sinning that we need to fear, which means falling away from God. That is how we overcome evil
in our lives. To us sinners (of whom I am chief) belongs the shame but to Christ our redeemer and
saviour we ascribe glory forever and ever. Amen.

Hieromonk Barholomew
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Visitors Are Welcome
We would like to thank you for visiting and worshiping with us today. Kindly know that although all
are welcome to attend our Sacred Services, a prerequisite to receive Holy Communion is unity in the
Faith, as well as spiritual preparation by prayer, fasting, and regular participation in the Sacrament of
Holy Confession. Non-Orthodox Christians are kindly requested to refrain from receiving Communion.
All are, however, welcome to partake of the “antidoron” (blessed bread) distributed by the clergy at
the conclusion of the Service, as well as to introduce themselves while doing so.

To learn more about Orthodox Christianity and to join the online Archdiocesan Discover Orthodoxy
Class, please email: archdiocesanprivateoffice@gmail.com
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