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EPISTLE READING
2Cor. 4:6-15

B rethren, it is the God who said, Let light
shine out of darkness, who has shone in
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Christ. But
we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to
show that the transcendent power belongs
to God and not to us. We are afflicted in
every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but
not driven to despair; persecuted, but not
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed,;
always carrying in the body the death of
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be
manifested in our bodies. For while we live
we are always being given up to death for
Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be
manifested in our mortal flesh. So death is
at work in us, but life in you. Since we have
the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote,
I believed, and so I spoke, we too believe, and
so we speak, knowing that he who raised the
Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and
bring us with you into his presence. For it
is all for your sake, so that as grace extends
to more and more people it may increase
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
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GOSPEL READING
Luke 7: 11-16

t that time, Jesus went to a city

called Nain, and his disciples and a
great crowd went with him. As he drew
near to the gate of the city, behold, a man
who had died was being carried out, the
only son of his mother, and she was a
widow; and a large crowd from the city
was with her. And when the Lord saw
her, he had compassion on her and said
to her, Do not weep. And he came and
touched the bier, and the bearers stood
still. And he said, Young man, I say to
you, arise. And the dead man sat up, and
began to speak. And he gave him to his
mother. Fear seized them all; and they
glorified God, saying, A great prophet
has arisen among us! and God has visited
his people!
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SERMON ON THE GOSPEL READING
“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels” (2 Cor. 4:7)
We know the Holy Apostle Paul to be a man of various talents. From being a
persecutor of Christians he became one of Christ’s most ardent defenders
and preachers of the Gospel, having been converted whilst travelling the road to
Damascus. After this conversion he travelled far and wide and we know wrote
letters to the newly established communities of Christians and to some individuals.
Within these letters of the Holy Apostle we find encouragement, clarity regarding
matters of faith, moral direction, his own experiences and journeys, with others
who shared the apostolic calling. This morning’s reading from the Fourth Chapter
of his Second Letter to the Christians at Corinth contains much of these and we
find Paul speaking of things which the readers and hearers from this Letter would
be familiar. In referring to “treasure in clay vessels” it would convey the image of
basic earthenware clay pots which even in their humble nature nevertheless
were used to hold treasures of one kind or another - coins, oil, and so on. So an
important observation was being made, that although our bodies have a special
place as containers (cf1 Cor. 6:9). What the Apostle was reminding the Corinthian
Christians of was that within the weaker material of their humanity they held
“..the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (v6). The
same holds true for the Church and each Orthodox Christian today and we are
reminded of this when we hear again: “do you not know that you are God’s temple
and God’s Spirit dwells in your midst” (1 Cor. 3:16). However, like clay pots, human
beings can be easily cracked, damaged, and sometimes broken in pieces by the
trials that can so often beset them in life. What we also know is that such damage
can be repaired by the compassionate Christ and the effective Holy Mysteries
(sacraments) of the Church.

St. Paul the Apostle and countless others throughout history have had to
face the trials he mentioned. These trials are part of the spiritual warfare within



ourselves as we battle against the temptations of the world, the flesh and the
devil, and this dying to self and rising with Christ has given us many examples of
sanctity, often including physical suffering in persecution, sometimes resulting in
the martyr’s death. Today reminds us of the life of the Holy Apostle Thomas, not
only as doubter but to convinced witness to the risen Lord Jesus Christ, and his
subsequent journeying to India and other places is response to his apostolic calling.

Being “oppressed...at a loss.....persecuted....struck down...” (v8-9), whether in body,
spirit, or both, was something experienced by St. Paul in his Apostolic ministry
and he was at pains to tell his hearers that these trials could be overcome by the
life of Christ within them and their being “not crushed...not in despair...not forsaken....
not destroyed” (v9).

When the content is discovered and its value appreciated, the container’s
significance diminishes and so in today’s apostolos, for the Apostolic ministry
and for Christians today, the spirit of faith by which we live should show that it is
God working in and through us “...that the excellence of the power may be of God and
not of us” (v7). Recognising this as first, a great responsibility for our day to day
living and working, the way in which we witness to our faith in the presence of
others, it should also be a source of encouragement, comfort and joy - to persevere
in times of difficulty, to appreciate again and again the treasure within, and to
rejoice that it is God himself who shines in our hearts when we live by the “same
spirit of faith” (v13).

Oeconomos Father Nikitas Lantsbery

Christian Orthodox Thyateira Youth (COTY) E
Are you between the ages of 16-357 If yes, join us at .
Christian Orthodox Thyateira Youth, our official Archdiocesan Youth ﬁ_
and Young Adult Ministry.

To learn more visit: www.coty.org.uk. Follow us on Instagram: COTY _org E

Visitors Are Welcome
We would like to thank you for visiting and worshiping with us today. Kindly know that although all
are welcome to attend our Sacred Services, a prerequisite to receive Holy Communion is unity in the
Faith, as well as spiritual preparation by prayer, fasting, and regular participation in the Sacrament of
Holy Confession. Non-Orthodox Christians are kindly requested to refrain from receiving Communion.
All are, however, welcome to partake of the “antidoron” (blessed bread) distributed by the clergy at
the conclusion of the Service, as well as to introduce themselves while doing so.

To learn more about Orthodox Christianity and to join the online Archdiocesan Discover Orthodoxy
Class, please email: archdiocesanprivateoffice@gmail.com
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