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EPISTLE READING
Heb. 9:11-14

rethren, when Christ appeared as a

high priest of the good things that have
come, then through the greater and more
perfect tent, not made with hands, that is,
not of this creation, he entered once for all
into the Holy Place, taking not the blood
of goats and calves but his own blood, thus
securing an eternal redemption. For if the
sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood
of goats and bulls and with the ashes of
a heifer sanctifies for the purification of
the flesh, how much more shall the blood
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself without blemish to God,
purify your conscience from dead works
to serve the living God.
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]? ou the Compassionate came down from

above, you accepted burial for three days,
that you might free us from the passions.
Our life and resurrection, Lord, glory to you!



EYAITEAIKON ANATNQEXMA
Mdpk. 17, 32-45
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GOSPEL READING
Mark 10: 32-45

A t that time, Jesus took his twelve disciples,

and he began to tell them what was to
happen to him, saying, Behold, we are going
up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man will be
delivered to the chief priests and the scribes,
and they will condemn him to death, and deliver
him to the Gentiles; and they will mock him, and
spit upon him, and scourge him, and kill him;
and after three days he will rise. And James and
John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him,
and said to him, Teacher, we want you to do for
us whatever we ask of you. And he said to them,
What do you want me to do for you? And they
said to him, Grant us to sit, one at your right
hand and one at your left, in your glory. But
Jesus said to them, You do not know what you
are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I
drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with
which I'am baptized? And they said to him, We
are able. And Jesus said to them, The cup that
I drink you will drink; and with the baptism
with which I am baptized, you will be baptized;
but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not
mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it
has been prepared. And when the ten heard it,
they began to be indignant of James and John.
And Jesus called them to him and said to them,
You know that those who are supposed to rule
over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their
great men exercise authority over them. But it
shall not be so among you; but whoever would
be great among you must be your servant, and
whoever would be first among you must be
slave of all. For the Son of man also came not
to be served but to serve, and to give his life as
a ransom for many.

EPMHNEIA EYAITEAIKOY ANATNQEMATOZX
«Kad yap 6 vidg o0 dvBpdmov ovk HAOe StaxovnOivar, dAA Siakovijoat,
kad Sobvar TV Yuxny avtol Atpov avti ToAA@v» (Mdpk. 10:45).

A{ysq Nuépeg mptv @Odoet ota IlepoadAvpa o Kbprog, dpxioe va TpoA€yet, yia tpith @opd,

otoug padntég Tov tov Bdvato kat Ty avdotact] Tov. I80V, Toug Aéyet, avePaivovue ota

IepoodAvpa, ekel Ba mapadoOw otoug Apxiepeic kot Fpapparteic. Avtoi Oa e katadikdoouv oe

Bdvaro. Oa pe mapadwoovy otoug e1dwAoAdtpeg Pwuaiovg otpatiwteg. Avtoi Ba pe eumai-

Eovuv, Ba pe paotrydoovy, Oa pe trocovy Kat Oa pe Bavatdoovy, aAAd TV Tpitn nuépa YeTd
Tov Bdvatd pov Oa avactndw!

600 EekdBapa pavep@VeL 0 Xp1oTdG TO PUGTHPLO TOL ZTAVPoV, To oxE€SL0 Tov B0V yia

™V cwtnpia pag! Ouwg ot uadntég Tov dev Tov katalaBaivovv. MdAiota o Idkwfog kat o

Iwavvng Tou {ntave kdmota mapdAoya, TeAeiwg eywioTikd mpdyuata. Tov (nrdve va kadi-



oovv ota de€1d ka1 ota apiotepd Tov dtav Oa éAOgt otnv eniyeta, dnwg voulav, BactAgia Tov.
«Aev E€pete T1 {ntdter, Toug ine 0 KUptoc. «To va kadiote, ota Seéid ko apiotepd pov Sev ivan
atnv géovaia uov va to §ow o€ dmotov amAwg O pov to {nrrjoet. Avtd O §obei amd tov Matepa wov
g ekeivoug mov 1o aifouv yia TNV apett Toug Kot yi TV Ol Xdpn mov B €xovv dexBei, emerdny
aywvidovrar kat {ovv oUu@wva ue to Evaryyéhor. Kar katéAnée o KOpiog: « Omotog 0éAer var yivel
uéyas, ag yiveton Sidkovog Kot UTNPETNG GAWY Kot var T0 KAVeL Ue aydmr. BAémete o mapdderyud
uov, ey dev HABx aTov KAoUo Yix va ue vTtpeTHoovY o1 &vBpwmot. "HAOx yix va ToU§ UTTHPETHOW
Kot vae §ow thv {wi wov AvTpo ko avidAAayue, yix va awbovv dAot ot avBpwmor kot vor eAevOe-
pwBOVV a0 TNV evoxH TS auapTiag kot Tov cawvio Odvato» (Mdpk. 10, 44).

TuviBwg ayamnTol Hov eUELG, CKENTOUEVOL EYWIOTIKA, {NTdue ot GAAOL vV yivwvTat UTH-
PETEG uac. @éAove o1 GAMot va pag do&dalovv, va pag npo()v Kat va pog o€fovtat, aAAd eueic
dev to0 Kavovps yta toug GAAovg. O Kuplog A, «o yop(pnv dovAov Aafciv», n)\es Y10 VL HoG
EMAVAPEPEL, LIE TO napaSstypa Tov, and auth TNV eKTPOTH. Nat Hog 6160(551 pw( véa, Gsavepw—
T, evayyeAikr] mpotepatdtnta. OAGkAnpn n {wrj tov Kupiov pag Atav pia vrnpeoia, pia
drakovia, pia Tpoo@opd otov avOpwo Kat ixe oav Pdon tng Tnv Taneivwor. Auth 1 Tamnel-
VWOT), N ATEPLYPATITH «KEVWOIIGH TOL XPLoTov, £@Bace 0To DP1oTo onueio TnG TI§ TeAgvTaieg
Nuépeg tnG emiyetag (wng Tov. Otav o Kopiog EmAvve ta média twv pabntwv Tov kat véotn
Ta @piktd I1adn. Oa akovoovpe ota Kabiouata tov OpBpov tng MeydAng Méuntng 6t avtdg
Tov dnutovpynoe tig Aiuveg, Tig mnyég Kai tig OaAdooeg, O ovtag va pag d1ddéet tnv teAeia
Taneivwon, a@ov {Wotnke to Aévtio (modid) Evide td édix twv puadntdv Tov, Tanelvole-
vog and vrepfoAikr] evomAayvia, Kat avuPdvovTag epdc and td Bapadpa tng Kakiag, o udvog
@AGVOpwTOG.

«EENySpacag Nuds €k TS KATapag ToD VOUOU T() Tiuiw Zov Aluatt, T Ztavp@ mpoonAwOeis kai
1] Adyxn kevrnbeic, tnv abavaciov énfyaoag avOpwmois. Zwthp AUV §6éx oor» (ATtoAvtikio Tov
‘0pBpov g MeydAng Mapackevric). O KOpiog pag yio Tnv Sikn pag swtnpia €yive Katdpa Kat
£dwae tov eavtd Tov AUTpo yia va pag e€xyopdoet armd trv @Bopd, Ty apaptia kat tov Odvato
Kat va avoiet yia pag tnv Otk mnyr g abavaociag. OAa doa o KUprog végepe kat énade,
OAa ta émade kat Ta vTE@EpE and aydmnn yio pog. ‘Hpbe oav anAdg avBpwmog, yia va Hag Tpo-
o@EpeL To Tipo Alpa Tov, to anépavto éAedg Tov Kat TNV anepidpioth aydnn Tov. "HABe yix
va pog a1dd€et e o mapddetypud Tov TV tameivwon, Tnv dlakovia, Ty aydmn, kat tnv aAAn-
Aeyyin. Kapewbnke oto Ttavpd kat kevtOnke otnv ayia Tov TAvpd, yia va Tpé€et To TiLo
afpo Tou WOTE VA UaG TO TPOSPEPEL TAVTOTE 6TV Otta Kovwvia, yia va pag xapiler tnv aba-
vaola Katl Thv a1dvio {wh. O Xp1otdg ivat o TwTrpag pag, etvat o Kuptog pag kot o ©€dg yag,
va Tov do&dlovpue ndvrote pipovuevol to Tapddetyud Tov. Aunv!
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SERMON ON THE GOSPEL READING

his weekend we stand at a pivotal moment in our Lenten journey. We heard in the Gospel

reading that this journey is leading up to Jerusalem, where Jesus will be put to death
in a shameful manner. Knowing all this, as we already do, it might strike us as odd, if not
unbelievable, that James and John, the sons of Zebedee, should approach Jesus and say: “We
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you”. What incredible presumption! We know, of course,
that we should not approach God in that manner, making demands of him, for whatever we
want. And what they ask is, no less, than to sit at his right hand and left hand when he comes
into his glory.

We might well wonder, how can they possibly be thinking this, when they have just been
told what is going to happen, and this is, in fact, the third time Jesus announces his coming
Passion. And then, when the rest of the disciples hear about what James and John have done,
they are indignant, not at their presumption, but at having been left out, thinking that James
and John might get ahead of them in the race for the best positions.



If we find the disciples’ action rather unbelievable, then we should stop for a minute to
consider ourselves: what do we think we are doing? We have been warned about what lies
ahead; indeed, we make this journey each year. We have spent five weeks now, preparing
ourselves through prayer, fasting and acts of charity, to share in the Passion of Christ. And given
the intensity of the services ahead, there is no way that we can avoid his Passion and Cross.

But we need to ask ourselves whether we are doing all this in order that having passed
through it we might also come to share in his glory; having passed through it ... and so leaving
it behind ... If so, then the glory we hope to enter will assuredly be glory as we conceive it; we
will be acting in exactly the same presumptuous way as we saw the disciples acting.

The disciples, not knowing what they asked for, wanted to be on the right hand and the
left hand of Jesus when he comes in his glory. What such a request actually entails is revealed
when we see Jesus seated between two thieves, one on his right hand and the other on his
left—on the Cross. This demolishes all our conceptions of what glory is, all our assumptions
about honor and power, and, indeed, who and what God is: God is not a despot, who exercises
his power by imposing his will, or who glorifies in the subservience of his subjects, or who
responds to their petty requests. No, God reveals his power in weakness, his wisdom in folly,
and his glory on the Cross.

“Can you drink the cup I am about to drink”, asks Christ, “and be baptised with the baptism
by which I will be baptised?” To do this is to live in the way that Christ himself has shown us:
these are not merely things we do when we come to Church, but should be the basic fabric
of our lives, making our whole life a continual martyria - a witness to Christ in the service of
others. And, as an example of this, we have before us today St Mary of Egypt, who through her
encounter with the Cross, changed her way of life totally, living in total repentance, until she
also partook of the cup of salvation. So, let us pray that we also have the strength to respond
to Christ, not to try and avoid his cross, aspiring after whatever we hold to be glorious, but
rather recognize it as the source of our life in him.
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