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oikétnv; T 18iw kuplw oTHKEL A TMTEL.
Ttabrjoetat 8¢ duvatog ydp €0tiv O Og0¢
otfioatl abTOV.
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ANAXTAXIMON AITOAYTIKION

Hyogy”

Ef)q)ponvéoeco & 00pdvia, dyaAMdobw

T €miyela, 0T énoinoe Kpdtog év Ppoyi-

ovi avtol 0 Kbprog éndtnoe t@ Oavdty tov

Bavatov. TPWTOTOKOG TWV VEKPDV EYEVETO,

€K KO lag Adov €ppUoato NUAG, Kal TAPETYE
TQ KOOUW TO PEY ENEOG.

EPISTLE READING
Rom. 13:11-14; 14: 1-4

B rethren, salvation is nearer to us now
than when we first believed; the night is
far gone, the day is at hand. Let us then cast off
the works of darkness and put on the armor
of light; let us conduct ourselves becomingly
as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness,
not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires. As for the man
who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not for
disputes over opinions. One believes he may
eat anything, while the weak man eats only
vegetables. Let not him who eats despise him
who abstains, and let not him who abstains
pass judgment on him who eats; for God has
welcomed him. Who are you to pass judgment
on the servant of another? It is before his own
master that he stands or falls. And he will be
upheld, for God is able to make him stand.
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RESURRECTION APOLYTIKION
3" Mode

Let everything in heaven rejoice, let
everything on earth be glad, for the Lord
has shown strength with his arm; by death
he has trampled on death; he has become
the first-born from the dead; from the belly
of Hell he has delivered us, and granted the
world his great mercy.
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GOSPEL READING
Matt. 6: 14-21

he Lord said, If you forgive men their

trespasses, your heavenly Father
also will forgive you; but if you do not
forgive men their trespasses, neither will
your Father forgive your trespasses. And
when you fast, do not look dismal, like the
hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces
that their fasting may be seen by men.
Truly, I say to you, they have received
their reward. But when you fast, anoint
your head and wash your face, that your
fasting may not be seen by men but by
your Father who is in secret; and your
Father who sees in secret will reward you.
Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust consume and
where thieves break in and steal, but lay
up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust consumes
and where thieves do not break in and
steal. For where your treasure is, there
will your heart be also.

EPMHNEIA EYAITEAIKOY ANAITNQXMATOZX

Ané avpto apyiel n Ayia kat MeydAn TeooxpakootH, 1 omola Tponyeital tThg MeydAng

EBSouddog kat ag’ evdg pag mpostotpdlet va {Roovue Katd to duvatdv kaAltepa
Ta dyla [1&0n kat tnv {wnedpo Avdaotaocn, ag’ €TEPOL Hag Pondd Vo GUUUETAGXOVE KAl
EUELG 6TOV ZTAVPO KAl TNV AVAGTaoH Tou XptoToU. To mw¢ OUwG, O TpEmel va Tepdcove
Vv mepiodo avth pag to Aéet to onueptvo EvayyéAio. Mag vmodeikviel a) va cuyxw-
PECOLUE 0 £VaG TOV GANO* «EQV eV GLYXWPETETE TOLG AVOPWTTOVC Y1 TA TAPATOUXTE
TOUG, 0UTE KAt 0 (ovpdviog) matépag Ba cLYXWPETEL E0GC yia Ta SIKA 0OG TOPATTWHUAT
B) va vnotevoovpe katy) va Onoavpicovue Ot enti TnG yng aAAd «Onoavpovc v obpav@».
Trovdaia kat ueydAa Kat ta tpia Oéuata. Ag eotidoovpe 0to OEua TS vioTelag.

AvT €kave 0 Xplotdg, Kol VAOTEPE capavTa UEPEG 0TV €pnuo’ OXL YlaTi TO XpEL-
aldtav aAA& yio XApn HaG, Yid Vo Katavikhoet to didPoAo. Autd €kavav Kat ot Gyiot
Andotolot kat kKaBdpioav th vrnotela thg M. Teooapakootrg. Eivatl Aowmdv anapaitntn
1N vhoteia yia tov Kabe xpirotiavo. TG Opw Ba umop€oovpe KAAUTEPK KAl ETWPENE-
OTEPA VX TNV UETEABOVE;

MpwTtiotw va un t PAEmovue WG ayyapeia aAAd w¢ @apuako yia tn Oepaneio tng
YUXNG Hag. H YPuxn pog elvat Appwoth Kot 1 appoTid TG eivat n @rAauTia, HopeEG TNg
omoiag givat 1 @rAndovia kat n yaotpipapyia, dnAadn to va TpOLE yia Vo EVXAPLOTH-
Bovpe. O TveLpaTIKOG AVOPWTOG TPWEL ATtd AVAYKN' TPWEL HdVO OTL efvat amapaitnTo Kat



uévo doo xperdletat yiax va (Roet. Kat akpiPpwg o okomdg tng vhoteiog dev eivat amAwg
T0 va otepnBolue K&moleg TPoPEG aAAd to va EgkoAArioeL  YPuxn Hag amd T evxapL-
oTa PAYNTA Kat EAeVOepT va oTpa@el Tpog Tov Oed Kot va eVwOel pe autdv. AVGKOAN N
Bepameia kot 0 do10G lwavvng tng KAipakog mpoteivel éva téxvaoua. Na vnotéPpovue
TPWTIOTWG amd Ta Amapd, HETA otd T EPEDIOTIKA KAl EMELTA AT T EVYEGTAL.

Enti mA€0V N VNOTELX WG EYKPATEL, V1O VX EXEL ATTOTEAEGUATA, TIPETEL VXX EIVAL YEVIKN,
oAoKANpwEEVH. AnAadn], va un meptopiletal 6Ty KOIALL aAAd va ETEKTEIVETAL KAl 6TV
OpacT KAl 6TV KON Kol YEVIKAE o€ OAEG T1G atoOnoelg. AAAG mavw and OAa, wg EMLOTE-
yaopa, xpetdletal n tanelvwor. Av kdbe kaAd €pyo kivduveel and tny vTEPNPAVveLQ,
ELVAL TTPOPAVEG OTL KA1 1] VNOTELX Y1a VO oG WPEANTEL, OL KOTIOL THG VL [N TIAVE XAUEVOL,
ot kaprol tng va dratnpnBovyv, xpetdletal N ac@AAELN TNG TATEWVWOEWS. [ auTd Kot 0
KUp1o¢ supPovleter « Otav vnotebete un yiveote okuBpwmol 6w 0L VTTOKPLTES TTPAMOp-
PWVOLY To TPEoWTO Toug Y var deiovv aToug avBpwmovg ot1 vhotevovv. Xag Peforciivw 6Tt
€ro1 Exovv mdpet §dn to w6 tovg, SnAadn tovg enaivoug Twv avBpwnwv. EoU avtibeta, dtay
VINOTEVELS TEPLTOI 00V Tot UXAMK Kl VIYE TO TPGTWTG 00V, Yi Vo Ul PaVEL 0TOUS aVOpWITovS
n vnoteia oov, xAA& atov Iatépx oov mov eivar mavrov. Kai o Iatépag cov mov PAEner kot to
kpurtd, Oa oov amodWoel oTa pavepd Thv auolfr] covr (Mat. 6:16).

AUTH TNV apo1Pr] €iBe kat ePei va emTOXOLUE «AVAlWOAUEVOL, UE TOAAT Tameivwon
Kl TOAAEG UTTOHOVEG, TOV KAAGV TG vNoTelag dywvay, Ue Ti§ tpecPeieg tng Mavayiog
MnTépag Lag Kat OAwV Twv Ayiwv. Aufv.

Apyiu. Teppavés Kovprovvng

SERMON ON THE GOSPEL READING

B y the Grace of God, we have been counted worthy to enter the blessed period of

Great and Holy Lent. Our Church has pedagogically prepared us for this blessed
entrance during the three previous Sundays of the Triodion. Firstly, with the Parable of
the Publican and Pharisee, we see what true humility and repentance are. Then follows
the parable of the Prodigal Son, where we see that for humanity, sin is not a dead end
due to the immense forbearance and love of our Heavenly Father. Last week our Church
brought before us the Final Judgement and showed us that our faith should naturally
produce the blessed fruit of righteous works, that these good works reflect our inner
state, and that a standard of the judgement will be the mercy we have freely offered
to our fellow man.

Today the Church brings before us perhaps the hardest lesson so far. The central
lesson of the importance of forgiveness. True forgiveness of our brother, of the one
standing next to us, is a challenging, continuous, and radical act. It is also necessary
as, in the Gospel reading, our Lord makes it clear that forgiveness between us is a
prerequisite for His forgiveness, ‘For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father
will also forgive you. (Matthew 6:14).

It is easy enough for us to forgive in our mind, not hold a grudge, and keep our distance
from the one who offended us. However, this is not forgiveness as Christ shows us. In
the Parable of the Prodigal Son, we see that the Father runs out to greet the returning
son “...and fell on his neck and kissed him.’ (Luke 15:20). Christian forgiveness is intimate;
our Lord instructs us to forgive and then embrace. Just as our Lord embraces the entire



world in the forgiveness of the open hug of His crucifixion. Physically, emotionally, and
spiritually we must forgive and make efforts to live together in harmony, in communion.
As demonstrated by the Father of the Prodigal Son hosting a feast in his own house for
his returned son. We are called to forgive and truly embrace one another by taking our
brother into our own physical spaces in communion and, ultimately, into the depths
of our hearts. True forgiveness is repentant and humble; it is the death of our ego,
the casting off of our pride, the demonstration of martyric love, and active and joyful
communion with one another.

As we hope to enter into our Lord’s Kingdom in the life of the age to come, let
us remember that this is a shared space prepared for those from all the ages where
forgiveness, love, mercy, and communion are prerequisites for entry. If we hope to enter
into His Kingdom, then let us strive to demonstrate our eligibility by our forgiveness,
mercy, willingness to live together, to share our spaces and our hearts, and to exist in
communion with one another in this life. For our destination is not guaranteed simply
by the virtue of our baptism, as St. John Chrysostom tells us in his 17th Homily, ‘We
are enrolled in heaven: our citizenship is there! ...But that City above is not of this kind; for it is
impossible that he can be a partaker of it, who has not exhibited every virtue.

We are afforded this glorious Sunday to demonstrate before Christ our true forgiveness.
Tomorrow, by the grace of God, we shall enter into the blessed period of Great and Holy
Lent. Let us seize this opportunity to fast a true fast, reject our worldly diet of pride
and judgement, and partake of the heavenly diet of forgiveness and repentance. May
each of us take full advantage of this blessed opportunity given by our Lord so that we
may, by His Grace, virtuously work on finalising our glorious enrollment. Kalo Stadio!

Rev. Deacon Charalambos Clark

Christian Orthodox Thyateira Youth (COTY) E : E

Are you between the ages of 16-357 If yes, join us at
Christian Orthodox Thyateira Youth, our official Archdiocesan Youth ﬁ_
and Young Adult Ministry. E

To learn more visit: www.coty.org.uk. Follow us on Instagram: COTY _org
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Visitors Are Welcome
We would like to thank you for visiting and worshiping with us today. Kindly know that although all
are welcome to attend our Sacred Services, a prerequisite to receive Holy Communion is unity in the
Faith, as well as spiritual preparation by prayer, fasting, and regular participation in the Sacrament of
Holy Confession. Non-Orthodox Christians are kindly requested to refrain from receiving Communion.
All are, however, welcome to partake of the “antidoron” (blessed bread) distributed by the clergy at
the conclusion of the Service, as well as to introduce themselves while doing so.

To learn more about Orthodox Christianity and to join the online Archdiocesan Discover Orthodoxy
Class, please email: archdiocesanprivateoffice@gmail.com

Archdiocese of Thyateira & Great Britain, 5 Craven Hill, London W2 3EN
Tel.: 020 7723 4787 o E-mail: archthyateira@gmail.com e Website: www.thyateira.org.uk
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