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T éxvov TiubBee, mapakaA@d odV TpGHTOV

névtwv noieicbat defoeig, mpooev-
X4g, évtevéeig, ebxaplotiag, OTEP TAVTWY
avOpwmwv, UEP PacAéwV Kal TAVTWY TV €V
Umepoxii Svtwy, tva fipepov Kal fovytov plov
didywuev év mdon eboePela Kal oeUvVOTNTL.
To0to yap KaAOV Kal GddekTov EVATLOV TOD
oWTAPog NUAV B0, 0¢ TavTag GvOpwToUug
BéAer owbRvar kal €ig Eniyvworv aAndetag
¢\Oeiv. EiG ydp @4, €i¢ kal peaitng Ocod kai
avBpwnwv, &vBpwmnog Xp1otog Tnoodc, 6 dovg
£UTOV AVTIALTPOV UTIEP MAVTWY, TO UAPTU-
plov Kaipoig 18ioig, €ig 0 £téONV €yw kNpuvE
Kal Andotolog,- aAnBetav Aéyw v Xpilot®,
ov Pevdopat,- diddokaAog EOVQOV €v miotel
Kol GAnOelq.
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ANAXTAXIMON AIIOAYTIKION
"Hyog o’
Tof) AiBov cppayiobévrtog OO TdOV
Tovdaiwv Kal oTPATIWTOV YUANGGO-
VTWV TO &XPavTOV 60V TAUA, GVESTNG TPL-
NUEPOG, ZWTHP, SWwPOVUEVOS TG KOGUW TV
Cwnv* 31 todTo ol SuVAUELS TOV 0VPAVDY
£powv oo1, Zwoddtar A6&a tf] Avaoctdoel
oov, Xp1oté, 86&a t1] PaciAeiq cov, §6&a T
oikovoulq cov, uéve PIAGvOpwre.

EPISTLE READING
1Tim. 2:1-7

Timothy, my son, first of all, I urge that
supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and thanksgivings be made for all men, for
kings and all who are in high positions, that
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life, godly
and respectful in every way. This is good, and
it is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,
who desires all men to be saved and to come
to the knowledge of the truth. For there is
one God, and there is one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave
himself as a ransom for all, the testimony to
which was borne at the proper time. For this
[ was appointed a preacher and apostle -1am
telling the truth, I am not lying-, a teacher

of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
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RESURRECTION APOLYTIKION
1°t Mode

hen the stone had been sealed by the

Jews, and while soldiers were guarding
your most pure Body, you rose, O Saviour,
on the third day, giving life to the world;
therefore the heavenly Powers cried out to
you, Giver of life: Glory to your Resurrection,
O Christ! Glory to your Kingdom! Glory to
your dispensation, only Lover of mankind!



EYATTEAIKON ANATNQXMA
Aovk. §7,16-22

TQ) Ka1p® éxeivw, RABeV 6 'Inoods eig

Noalapd, 00 v TeBpappévog, kai e16fiAOe
Kata O €lwBOg avT® €v Tf] Nuépa TV
caPPdtwy €ig TV cuvaywynv, Kai Gvéotn
avayvavat. kai €nedédn avt® PipAiov
‘HoaTov to0 mpo@rtov, Kal avantvéag to
BipAiov ebpe TOV TémOV 00 v yeypapuévov:
Mvedua Kupiov €’ éué, ol eivekev #xpioé
Ue, ebayyeAioacOal TTwyoig AméSTAAKE Ue,
idoaoOat Toug cUVTETPLUUEVOUG THV Kapdiav,
KNpo&at aiyuaAwrolg dgeotv kai TuPAoig
avaBAeyry, anooteilal teBpavouévoug v
agéoet, knpd&at éviavtov Kupiov dektov.
kai Tro€ag to PipAiov dmodolg T Umnpétn
EkaO10e’ KAl TAVTWV €V Tf] cLVAYWYT ol
d@Oauoi fioav drevilovteg adtd. Hpfato 8¢
Aéyely Tpog adTOVG BTL GNUEPOV TIEMAT P TAL
1 YPa@r| a0Th €V T0i¢ WOlV VU@V, KXl TAVTEG
gHapTUpOLY aOTH Kol €0avpalov €ml TOig
AGY01G THiG XAPLTOG TOIG EKTTOPEVOUEVOLG EK
700 0TéHATOg AVTOD.

GOSPEL READING
Luke 4:16-22

t that time, Jesus came to Nazareth,

where he had been brought up; and
he went to the synagogue, as his custom
was, on the sabbath day. And he stood up to
read; and there was given to him the book
of the prophet Isaiah. He opened the book
and found the place where it was written,
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because
he has anointed me to preach good news
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim
release to the captives and recovering of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who
are oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable
year of the Lord. And he closed the book,
and gave it back to the attendant, and sat
down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue
were fixed on him. And he began to say to
them, Today this scripture has been fulfilled
in your hearing. And all spoke well of him,
and wondered at the gracious words which
proceeded out of his mouth.

EPMHNEIA EYAITEAIKOY ANATNQXMATOX
“Ivedua Kvpiov én’ éué, o0 eiverev &xp10€ ue, ebayyelioaodor nrwyois dméoTalké ue,
knpoéar éviavtov Kvpiov §ektov” (Aovk. 4, 18)

MopeAOovra, Eveotta kol uéEAAovTa ouvoyilovtal o€ EVXXPIOTIAKY CUVAVTHON
oTd TAaiotx T00 EKKANOIXaTIKOD Xpovou, TTov uoAig Eekiva.

A pxri tic ivdikTov orjuepa kai 1) #ANoTe pwuaikr £0ptr AauPdver kavovpio vénua kai
ovoia. Oi Tatépeg TG EKKANolag Opioay ATV TRV TPWTH NUEPA TOD UNVOG ZenTep-
Bpiov w¢ TV Evapén ToD ekkAnolaoTikoD £Toug, dNAadn TV EKKANOIAOTIKY TPWTOXPOVIG.

TNV eVayyeAIKN TEPIKOTIN THG UEPAG O KUp1og EmiokEnTeTal T Tuvaywyn Kal KnpOTTeL
énl To0 Ywpiov o0 mpoenTh "Hoala, Té 0010 00G1AGTIKA AVAPEPETAL 0TOV 1010, “TTveDu
Kupiov €1’ €ué, ov elvekev €xpio€ ue, evayyeMoaabor TTwyois ATETTAAKE ue, KNpUEXL EVIauTOV

Kvpiov dektov”.
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Kai t6 tpito xapaktnpiotiké givat, 11 8norog EmAé€el T véa mpoomtikt] 0d efva péto-
X0 £v4G véou xpdvou mov Eekva and thv MaAaid Aladrikn, cuveyiletatl otiv Kavr] kal
OAokAnpwvetat otd "Eoxata Kol oth PactAeio Tod Og00 .

‘Apxn TG tvdikTov onuepa kai ekatpla vd dvavewoovue t6 cuuPolato dydrmng ué td
©£6. N& Egkivroovpe KavoUpyloug Ay@VEC Yid v @Tdoove ot PactAeia tov pétoyot Kai
KOWwVol Tfi¢ Avaotdoewg Tov.

KaAd ékkAnoilaotikd €tog!

SERMON ON THE GOSPEL READING

hrist is the fulfilment of the law and the prophets. He is "the one mediator between

God and man’ who, by coming in the flesh ‘at the appointed time’ (1 Tim. 2:5-7), fulfilled
the Father’s saving plan for humankind and for the world. Christ’s birth of the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary, His baptism by John in the Jordan and His firm rejection of Satan in
the wilderness prepared Him for His public ministry. Our Gospel reading presents Christ
at the start of this ministry back in Nazareth, the city in which He was brought up. He
returned to His custom of going regularly to the synagogue for the sabbath service where
every adult man, even a newcomer, could be invited by the president to read the scriptures.
He was invited and came forward. He was given the scroll of the Prophet Isaiah, unrolled
it and read: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me ... to proclaim the Lord’s
year of favour’ (Lk. 4:18-19; Is. 61:1-2). The eyes of all were fixed on Him, the son of Joseph
the carpenter, as they knew Him. Yet, what He uttered astonished them: ‘This text is being
fulfilled today even as you listen’ (Lk. 4:21). The fulfilment of prophesy and inauguration of
the messianic age is the theme to which the Church wishes us to return today, on the first
Sunday of the ecclesiastical year whose beginning we mark annually on September 1st.

Christ fills our hearts with joy and gladness as we start another year in our life as
his Church. We return to the foundations of our faith as we celebrate the mystery of His
Incarnation which inaugurated a truly new age in the life of the world. In Christ’s birth
from the Virgin and His entering into the streams of the river Jordan, we see humanity
and the created world connected again, and for all eternity, with its creator.

The awareness of the deep interconnectedness of all things in Christ inspires us to pray
for the world in which we live. This includes especially prayers for the natural environment
threatened as it is by the ecological crisis. At every Liturgy we pray for ‘temperate seasons’,
and last night, at Vespers, we prayed:

‘Give peace to all the nations, O Lord, and understanding in all things, so that we may
lead our life in tranquillity and always keep the laws which you laid down for all
creation for the unalterable maintenance and government of the universe. (tr. E. Lash).

We confess the root cause of the ecological crisis to be a spiritual one, stemming from
excessive desire for the wrong thing on our part. In Christ, there is enough for everyone’s
need but not for everyone’s greed. As Patriarch Bartholomew put it in his Homily at the
Blessing of the Amazon River Amazon (Brazil, 16 July 2006), ‘To persist in the current path of
ecological destruction is not only folly. It is a sin against God and creation’.

Christ is the beginning and the end, the alpha and the omega. Through him all things



were made, as we confess in the Creed, things in heaven and things on earth, things visible
and invisible, creatures with a soul and without a soul, fire, earth, air, and water. Water
gave life - as the gift of the Spirit - when the world first came to be. And through water
and the Spirit, new life is given to those who turn away from Satan and all his pomp
to accept Christ as their King and Lord. The blessing of the baptismal font inspires the
custom we keep at the start of each new month and of each new ecclesiastical and school
year. Clergy and faithful together, we take holy water and bless our churches and homes,
our schools and offices, our fruit trees, fields and animals, proclaiming the Lord’s year of
favour and Christ’s power to sanctify every aspect of our life. As we rejoice to receive this
blessing, may we too be washed and made clean to walk in newness of life, today, this new
year, and all the days of our lives. Amen.

Presbyter Nikita Banev
L
KONTAKION THX KONTAKION OF THE
INAIKTOY INDICTION

Hxog §". ‘0 0Ywbeic év T() oTavpd. 4" Mode. Lifted up on the Cross.

tOt(I)V alvwv ToInNTig _ Maker and Master of
Kol deomdTNg, OEE TQV A Er the ages, God of all
SAwv Orepovoie Sviwe, TV B Y.~ ™ creation, truly beyond being,
gviavolov eDAGynoov mepio- § e A L W “" bless the cycle of the year,
dov, owlwv T® éAéel cov TG § e and in your infinite mercy,
anelpw, oiktipuov, mavrag S | compassionate Lord, save all
ToU¢ Aatpevovtag ool TG | who worship you, the only
U6V deomdTy, Kal EKPo@dVTAC Master, and who cry in fear,
POPw, Autpwtd: bgopov mdot O Redeemer: Grant to all a year
0 €T0G XOp1yNoov. of prosperity.

Christian Orthodox Thyateira Youth (COTY)

Are you between the ages of 16-357 If yes, join us at Christian Orthodox Thyateira Youth,
our official Archdiocesan Youth and Young Adult Ministry.

" To learn more visit: www.coty.org.uk. Follow us on Instagram: COTY _org

Visitors Are Welcome
We would like to thank you for visiting and worshiping with us today. Kindly know that although all
are welcome to attend our Sacred Services, a prerequisite to receive Holy Communion is unity in the
Faith, as well as spiritual preparation by prayer, fasting, and regular participation in the Sacrament of
Holy Confession. Non-Orthodox Christians are kindly requested to refrain from receiving Communion.
All are, however, welcome to partake of the “antidoron” (blessed bread) distributed by the clergy at
the conclusion of the Service, as well as to introduce themselves while doing so.

To learn more about Orthodox Christianity and to join the online Archdiocesan Discover Orthodoxy
Class, please email: archdiocesanprivateoffice@gmail.com

Archdiocese of Thyateira & Great Britain, 5 Craven Hill, London W2 3EN
Tel.: 020 7723 4787 o E-mail: archthyateira@gmail.com e Website: www.thyateira.org.uk

Printed by Athina Press



