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EPISTLE READING
Tit, 3: 8-15

T itus, my son, the saying is sure. I desire

you to insist on these things, so that
those who have believed in God may be
careful to apply themselves to good deeds;
these are excellent and profitable to men.
But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies,
dissensions, and quarrels over the law, for
they are unprofitable and futile. As for a man
who is factious, after admonishing him once
or twice, have nothing more to do with him,
knowing that such a person is perverted and
sinful; he is self-condemned. When I send
Artemas or Tychicos to you, do your best to
come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided
to spend the winter there. Do your best to
speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their
way; see that they lack nothing. And let our
people learn to apply themselves to good
deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need,
and not to be unfruitful. All who are with me
send greeting to you. Greet those who love
us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.
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You abolished death by your Cross, you
opened Paradise to the Thief, you
transformed the Myrrhbearers’ lament, and
ordered your Apostles to proclaim that you
had risen, O Christ God, granting the world
your great mercy.
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GOSPEL READING
Luke 8: 5-15

he Lord said this parable: A sower went out to

sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell along
the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds
of the air devoured it. And some fell on the rock;
and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had
no moisture. And some fell among thorns; and the
thorns grew with it and choked it. And some fell
into good soil and grew, and yielded a hundredfold.
And when his disciples asked him what this parable
meant, he said, To you it has been given to know
the secrets of the kingdom of God; but for others
they are in parables, so that seeing they may not
see, and hearing they may not understand. Now
the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.
The ones along the path are those who have heard;
then the devil comes and takes away the word
from their hearts, that they may not believe and
be saved. And the ones on the rock are those who,
when they hear the word, receive it with joy; but
these have no root, they believe for a while and in
time of temptation fall away. And as for what fell
among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as
they go on their way they are choked by the cares
and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does
not mature. And as for that in the good soil, they
are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an
honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit with
patience. As he said these things, he cried out He
who has ears to hear, let him hear.
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SERMON ON THE GOSPEL READING

T oday’s Gospel passage is a bold reminder that if we observe the Word of God and His commandments,
then Christ is truly formed within our very being. (Gal. 4:19) The ‘good ground’ refers to those who
have pure hearts (Luk. 8:15), in order to receive cultivate and maintain the Word of God in their lives,
with patience, perseverance and humility. The Word of God is Christ Himself - the ‘Only-Begotten Son and
Word of God, (Liturgical Hymn O povoyevri¢). In the contemporary context of our Holy Archdiocese, we
rejoice in the fact we witness so many seeds falling on the fruitful and fertile soils of our communities,
as we continuously welcome new, local and sincere members into the body of Christ, as they receive
and hopefully share His Word with others. Even within our troubled and fallen world, we continuously
see the Word of God changing lives, transforming troubled, embittered, often despairing human beings
into bold, faithful, joyful Christians who bear witness to the power of repentance and new life in Christ.

We must not forget how the Lord’s Apostles, empowered by the Holy and Life-Giving Spirit, were
changed and renewed on the day of Pentecost. They were granted with a boldness of faith, courage, a
plethora of charismas and strength in order to preach the Word ‘to all nations, baptising them in the name of
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit’ (Matt. 28:19) In a similar way, those of us who are baptised into the body of
Christ and are thus called to engrave His Word within our hearts, in prayer and stillness, must try to remain
faithful to His commandments, in order to allow the Holy Spirit to act through us for the glory of God and
the building up of His Church on earth. The Apostle Peter says: ‘Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit..." (Acts. 2:38).



For us to contemplate upon and implement today’s passage and ensure that we ‘hear the word, retain
it and by persevering produce a crop’ (Luk. 8:15), we should remind ourselves that we do not simply listen
to God’s word, nor do we solely remember it, but rather, as St Paul describes, we ‘taste the goodness of the
Word of God’ (Heb. 6:5). The Word of God and Saviour of humankind can indeed be tasted, experienced
and lived within the eucharistic life of His Church, for we are therein invited to His heavenly banquet,
partaking of His most precious body and blood. The Apostle Paul states we have ‘tasted the heavenly gift
(and) shared in the Holy Spirit’ (Heb. 6:4). Spiritual life, beloved Christians, undoubtedly has constant
trials and temptations; however, a life founded within the eucharistic life of the Church is a life with
firm, safe and secure foundations. These were the foundations upon which the Saints lives were built

- from these firm foundations they conquered their sinful passions, their ego and all barriers on their
journey to salvation and union with Christ. Today’s Gospel passage offers us the key to all struggles: ‘By
Persevering. This perseverance, along with diligence, personal struggle, philanthropy and love, will direct
our decisions and way of life so as to remain faithful to God’s Word. Let us not ‘fall away in time of testing,
or be swallowed up by the worldly cares of this life ‘choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures’ (Luk. 8:13-
14), but, by God’s grace, let us remain joyfully firm in our conviction that we are called, as images of God,
to eternity, becoming heirs of His Kingdom. For this to take place ‘our heart must be pure and free from all
impediments. It must be devoid of hatred, egotism and malice. We must love His and He must love us.... the secret
is to ask for forgiveness...if evil comes to assault you, turn all you inner strength to good, to Christ. Pray, Lord Jesus
Christ, have mercy on me. (St Porphyrios)

St John of Kronstadt reassuringly reminds us that today’s parable ‘was given not only to encourage listeners
with honest and goods hearts to fulfil the word of God more zealously...but also so that people who are dissolute,
neglectful, hard-hearted, and filled with passions might be prompted to take heed, listen attentively to the Word
of God, and work out their salvation with fear. The grace of God can change any heart for the better, accomplishing
the miracle of salvation in any man..." May we all continue planting seeds which will grow with the firmly
founded roots of our Orthodox Christian faith, in order that our own ‘branches’ of life may become an
extension of our Lord’s eternal vineyard (John 15:1). Amen.

Revd Deacon Gregorios-Palamas Florides

Christian Orthodox Thyateira Youth (COTY) E
Are you between the ages of 16-357 If yes, join us at .
Christian Orthodox Thyateira Youth, our official Archdiocesan Youth ﬁ_
and Young Adult Ministry.

To learn more visit: www.coty.org.uk. Follow us on Instagram: COTY _org E

Visitors Are Welcome
We would like to thank you for visiting and worshiping with us today. Kindly know that although all
are welcome to attend our Sacred Services, a prerequisite to receive Holy Communion is unity in the
Faith, as well as spiritual preparation by prayer, fasting, and regular participation in the Sacrament of
Holy Confession. Non-Orthodox Christians are kindly requested to refrain from receiving Communion.
All are, however, welcome to partake of the “antidoron” (blessed bread) distributed by the clergy at
the conclusion of the Service, as well as to introduce themselves while doing so.

To learn more about Orthodox Christianity and to join the online Archdiocesan Discover Orthodoxy
Class, please email: archdiocesanprivateoffice@gmail.com
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