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EPISTLE READING
Gal. 2: 16-20

Brethren, knowing that a man is not
justified by works of the law but through
faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed
in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by
faith in Christ, and not by works of the law,
because by works of the law shall no one
be justified. But if, in our endeavor to be
justified in Christ, we ourselves were found
to be sinners, is Christ then an agent of sin?
Certainly not! But if I build up again those
things which I tore down, then I prove myself
a transgressor. For I through the law died to
the law, that I might live to God. I have been
crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live,
but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
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ORTHROS PRAYER
I n the morning we are filled with Your mercy, O Lord, and we rejoice and delight in all of
our days. Let us delight therefore even in the days that you make us lowly and for the
years that we have seen evils. And look upon Your servants and upon Your works and lead
their sons aright. And let the light of the Lord our God be upon us, and the works of our
hands may You guide aright. Yea, the works of our hands may You guide aright.

RESURRECTION APOLYTIKION  3¢Mode
Let everything in heaven rejoice, let everything on earth be glad, for the Lord has shown
strength with his arm; by death he has trampled on death; he has become the first-
born from the dead; from the belly of Hell he has delivered us, and granted the world his
great mercy.
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GOSPEL READING
Mark 8: 34-38; 9: 1

he Lord said: If anyone wishes to

come after me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross and follow me. For
whoever would save his life will lose it;
and whoever loses his life for my sake and
the gospel’s will save it. For what does
it profit a man, to gain the whole world
and forfeit his life? For what can a man
give in return for his life? For whoever
is ashamed of me and my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of him
will the Son of man also be ashamed,
when he comes in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels. And he said to
them, Truly, I say to you, there are some
standing here who will not taste death
before they see the kingdom of God come
with power.
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SERMON ON THE GOSPEL READING

young man, seeking inspiration as a potter, discovered that early western British

(Celtic) society spoke to his longings for a more human way of life. He referred to the
Celtic image of the man. He explained how the man takes responsibility for his children,
and how the woman, as mother, nurtures them. He saw no sexism in that. He realised how
profoundly different modern (western) society had become. He saw that today some think
they are above others and that where you think you are above others, you destroy family,
community and the earth.

We live in a dysfunctional society - where the norms of family life, unchanged from the
earliest days of human history, have been overturned: where the father figure is frequently
absent, where parents cast out children and children reject their parents, where male and
female are no-longer absolutes; and where love has become lust. We are called to honour
God (Exod. 20:3,4), our parents (20:12), our children, and the whole of Creation. Now the
Western world is facing a calamity of demonic dimensions. God is rejected and with that
comes rejection of everything that has been found good since time began. The attack
on family life including abortion, the hoped-for euthanasia (already practised in some
countries), sexual ‘freedom’ that leads to every possible perversion and body or soul abuse

- the list is endless - each an attack on Christian faith and the God-blessed institution of
marriage. Even where there is marriage or ‘partnership’ there is a rejection of children
(or at least postponing) lest they cramp the ‘lifestyle’. It is appalling to note that there are
even Western Christian Confessions that approve and support these abominations. It is no



wonder that such Confessions are haemorrhaging their adherents. And what is the end
result of all these issues so welcomed and promoted by the media, politicians and activists of
every possible flavour? The result - a civilisation that is in decline and no longer even able
to sustain a viable birth rate. Carl Jung, the famous psychiatrist, writing over sixty years
ago, observed that ‘self-styled’” westerners who thought they had left behind ‘primitive’
ways, had in fact repressed certain universal primal instincts, such as motherhood. He
dreaded the nemesis that would bring. Half a century later, that nemesis is full-grown.

Only in those Orthodox countries not yet influenced by western thinking is there
an opposing trend; where the church still has a vibrant place in society, is listened to,
and speaks with one authoritative voice. Family life and the raising of children is both
welcomed and encouraged. We Orthodox Christians living in the Western world, need to
reject outright these ‘liberal values’ and return to our roots - roots anchored in the very
Traditions of our Faith. We can no longer stand idly by, but must demonstrate, through
our way of life, that our faith is at the very heart of our being. It is not enough to ‘love
those who love us’ but to love every man, no matter his colour or creed, however much
they may hate us. Above all to demonstrate that God-blessed marriage is central to life;
the family is all-important; and our children are truly Gifts from the All-Highest.

It is insufficient to be one-day-a-week Christians; the New Testament repeatedly calls
us to be constantly followers of Christ Jesus. We can make a difference in the world, by
the way we speak and act, in all things respectfully, the way we dress modestly, in offering
hospitality to all, and above all by gathering at the Divine Liturgy week-by-week that
the Gifts we receive there, we will take out into the world in our daily lives - the ‘liturgy’
after the Liturgy. As men and women, boys and girls, we can fearlessly show to the world
a God-blessed way of life that others may ‘taste and see’. Our Orthodox Faith is whole and
complete as the Apostles received it, they who sat at the feet of Christ Himself. There is
nothing to add to, or take away from, the fullness of our faith. It is the bedrock of our
Salvation, promised to us by Christ the Lord. It is no house of sand, but a firm bulwark
against the shifting tides of modernism. Hold firm to it!

Christian Orthodox Thyateira Youth (COTY)
Are you between the ages of 16-357 If yes, join us at Christian Orthodox Thyateira Youth,
our official Archdiocesan Youth and Young Adult Ministry.
To learn more visit: www.coty.org.uk. Follow us on Instagram: COTY _org

Visitors Are Welcome
We would like to thank you for visiting and worshiping with us today. Kindly know that although all
are welcome to attend our Sacred Services, a prerequisite to receive Holy Communion is unity in the
Faith, as well as spiritual preparation by prayer, fasting, and regular participation in the Sacrament of
Holy Confession. Non-Orthodox Christians are kindly requested to refrain from receiving Communion.
All are, however, welcome to partake of the “antidoron” (blessed bread) distributed by the clergy at
the conclusion of the Service, as well as to introduce themselves while doing so.

To learn more about Orthodox Christianity and to join the online Archdiocesan Discover Orthodoxy
Class, please email: archdiocesanprivateoffice@gmail.com
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