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EPISTLE READING
1Cor. 1: 10-17

B rethren, we are God’s fellow workers; you
are God’s field, God’s building. According
to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled
master builderI11laid a foundation, and another
man is building upon it. Let each man take
care how he builds upon it. For no other
foundation can any one lay than that which
is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any one
builds on the foundation with gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, straw - each man’s
work will become manifest; for the Day will
disclose it, because it will be revealed with
fire, and the fire will test what sort of work
each one has done. If the work which any man
has built on the foundation survives, he will
receive areward. If any man’s work is burned
up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will
be saved, but only as through fire. Do you
not know that you are God’s temple and that
God’s Spirit dwells in you? If any one destroys
God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s
temple is holy, and that temple you are.
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RESURRECTION APOLYTIKION
Plagal of the 4* Mode

You the Compassionate came down from
above, you accepted burial for three days,
that you might free us from the passions.
Our life and resurrection, Lord, glory to you!



EYATTEAIKON ANATNQXMA
Mart0.187, 22-34

TQ) KA1pQ® EKEVW, NVAYKAGEV O 'Tnoolg

T0UG padnrag euprvat gi¢ T TAoiov Kal
Tpodyety adTOV €ic TO Tépav, Ewg o0 &moAbon
T0UG GxAoug. Kat drmoAvcag tovg SxAoug dveRn
€lg 10 8pog kat idlav mpooevEacbat. dPiag
8¢ yevouévng uévog fv kel TO 8¢ mhoiov
10N otadiovg mToAAoUG &no ThG Yiig dneixev,
Bacavi{éuevov OO TGV Kuudtwy, AV Ydp
gvavtiog O dvepog. Tetdptn 8¢ QUAaKI] TAG
VUKTOG NABEV TTPOG alTOvC MEpImaT@V i TV
BdAaocoav. Oi 8¢ padntal idovteg adToV £l THig
BaAdoong mepimatodvTa ETapdyOnoav Aéyovteg
STLQAVTaoUd £0TLV, Kol &rtd To0 pdPou Ekpatav.
E0OUG 8¢ EAdANoev 6 'Inoolg avtoig Aéywy,
Oapoeite, YW el U @oPeiode. AmokpiBelg d¢
a0t O Métpog eimev, Kopie, €1 o0 €1, kéAevody
e éAOetv mpdg of émi T Bdatar 6 8¢ eimev,
"EAOE. kal katafag ano tod mhoiov 6 Métpog
nepiendrnoey ém & Bata kod AABeV mpdG TOV
‘Incolv. BAénwv d¢ oV Gvepov épofnon, kai
ap&duevoc katamovtifeobat kpacev Aéywv,
Kopte, 6oV pe. EDOEWG 8¢ 0 'Tnoolg ékteivag
™V Xeipa éneAdBeto abTod Kal Aéyel avT,
"OAyomote, €ig ti €diotacag; kal dvapavtwy
VTGV €i¢ TO TAoToV EKOTaoEV O Gvepog. O1 de
€V TG TAOLW TPOGEKLVNGAV AUTG AEYOVTE,
"AAN0GG ©£0D Yidc e1. Kai Stamepdoavteg AABov
€Tl TNV YRV €i¢ Tevvnoapéert.

GOSPEL READING
Matt. 14: 22-34

At that time, Jesus made the disciples
get into the boat and go before him
to the other side, while he dismissed the
crowds. And after he had dismissed the
crowds, he went up into the hills by himself
to pray. When evening came, he was there
alone, but the boat by this time was many
furlongs distant from the land, beaten by
the waves; for the wind was against them.
And in the fourth watch of the night he came
to them, walking on the sea. But when the
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they
were terrified, saying, It is a ghost! And they
cried out for fear. But immediately he spoke to
them, saying Take heart, it is I; have no fear.
And Peter answered him, Lord, if it is you, bid
me come to you on the water. He said, Come.
So Peter got out of the boat and walked on
the water and came to Jesus; but when he
saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning
to sink he cried out, Lord, save me. Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and caught
him, saying to him, O man of little faith, why
did you doubt? And when they entered the
boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat
worshiped him, saying, Truly you are the Son
of God. And when they had crossed over, they
came to land at Gennesaret.
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SERMON ON THE GOSPEL READING

mmediately after Jesus had finished feeding the five thousand by the Sea of Galilee, he

bundled his disciples into a boat and sent them off into the night to cross the lake on their
own while he went up the mountain to pray alone. He had left them, it seemed, to face the
dangers of the night, the sea, the storm and the wind on their own. But they were not forgotten.
Shortly before dawn, as the disciples’ strength was failing and their progress halted, Jesus came
to them across the storm-swept lake. When through the darkness they saw a figure walking
on the water they cried out in terror.

Immediately Jesus said, ‘Take courage,  AM, do not fear!’ Peter’s emboldened response was to
seek to walk himself on the waters towards Jesus; but in the buffeting wind his courage failed
him and as he started to sink, he cried out: ‘Lord, save me!

Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand to catch hold of him.



This is how in today’s Gospel reading Matthew presents Christ’s ever-present care for his
disciples and instantaneous response to their every need.

At each divine liturgy, after we have been fed by Jesus, ‘the one who offers and is offered,
who receives and is himself given’, we are dismissed, as it seems, to face the darkness and
storms of the world on our own. And yet when we depart in obedience to Christ’s instructions,
we are no more alone than the disciples were on that night on the lake. We can be sure that
when our strength fails, Jesus will immediately be at our side. The Prophet Isaiah tells us the
same in other words: Break your bread with the one who is hungry and bring the homeless poor into
your house, clothe the one whom you see naked... Then you shall cry out and God will listen to you: while
you are still speaking he will say: ‘Here I am’. (Isaiah 58. 7-9) And when our faith falters, as long as,
like Peter, we have the love of Christ in our hearts, then again we may be sure that Christ’s
hand will be stretched out at once to support us.

The Church expresses this in a beautiful prayer from the Feast of Pentecost:

Give swift and stable comfort to your servants, Jesus, in the despondency of our spirits; do not part
from our souls in troubles, do not be far from our minds in perils, but ever come to our need. Be near
us, be near, O you, who are everywhere. As you are also always with your Apostles, so unite yourself, O
compassionate, with those who long for you, that united to you we may hymn and glorify your All-holy
Spirit.

StJohn’s Gospel also tells the story of Jesus walking on the water, but here a further sense
of immediacy is given to the ending. John writes that as Jesus approached, ‘immediately the boat
reached the land towards which they were going’. Jesus, indeed, had brought his disciples, safe in
the ship of the Church, at once to their destination, to the haven of his will (Ps 106. 30).

The Feast of the Dormition of the Most-Holy Theotokos which we celebrate tomorrow
speaks to us as an eschatological sign pointing to the final taking up of the Church to be at
rest with Christ. Through the intercessions of the Theotokos we are given the possibility of
being whisked away immediately from danger and distress into that haven in which she is at
rest and from which she extends her protection to all who call on her.

At her Feast we ask for her fervent prayers and sing of this mystery in the words of David:
Arise, O God, into your rest, you the ark of your sanctification.

Christian Orthodox Thyateira Youth (COTY)

Are you between the ages of 16-357 If yes, join us at Christian Orthodox Thyateira Youth,
our official Archdiocesan Youth and Young Adult Ministry.

To learn more visit: www.coty.org.uk. Follow us on Instagram: COTY _org

Visitors Are Welcome
We would like to thank you for visiting and worshiping with us today. Kindly know that although all
are welcome to attend our Sacred Services, a prerequisite to receive Holy Communion is unity in the
Faith, as well as spiritual preparation by prayer, fasting, and regular participation in the Sacrament of
Holy Confession. Non-Orthodox Christians are kindly requested to refrain from receiving Communion.
All are, however, welcome to partake of the “antidoron” (blessed bread) distributed by the clergy at
the conclusion of the Service, as well as to introduce themselves while doing so.

To learn more about Orthodox Christianity and to join the online Archdiocesan Discover Orthodoxy
Class, please email: archdiocesanprivateoffice@gmail.com
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